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Information on the funding organisation in the call

Budget

€ 2,800,000

Anticipated number of
projects to fund

7

Website

https://www.nwo.nl/en/researchprogrammes/trans-atlantic-platform-t-ap

Contact

David Batelaan, Programme Officer: +31 703440605
Dr Martijn Wienia, Senior Programme Officer: +31 703494352
t-ap@nwo.nl

National requirements and guidelines on proposals

Call topics

Applications for funding from NWO should fit the general call scope and
additionally focus on one of the three global transitions described below:

1. Sustainable energy transition. A broad transition from fossil fuels to
clean, renewable energy sources with the aim of reducing greenhouse
gas emissions, while ensuring long-term ecological, economic and social
sustainability.

2. Mobility and spatial planning in transition. This transition refers to a
profound shift in the way people and goods move on a regional to
inclusive global scale and the new demands this places on spatial
planning.

3. Global food and water transition. This transition refers to a gradual,
broad shift in how food and water systems are managed, protected and
connected. The transition is driven by environmental impacts, health,
climate change, urbanisation, industrialisation and population growth.

Your choice for one of these transitions should be explicitly described and
explained in the application form (abstract and research description).

Proposal submission

Once proposals are selected for funding, the consortia will be notified by Call
Management and subsequently, the national granting process will be initiated by
NWO.

An application for NWO funding has one national main applicant, responsible for
scientific and financial management. National co-applicants within an application
for NWO funding are allowed.

* Researchers employed at a university in the Kingdom of the Netherlands, umc
or a research organisation, as referred to in Article 1.1, first paragraph,
subparagraphs c to h of the NWO Grant Rules 2024 may not apply for a scientific
or post-doc position for themselves.

Project consortium
partners

An application for funding from NWO may consider the following roles:

1. National main applicant (mandatory): the applicant who leads the application
to NWO and is the foreseen national project leader, in case a project is granted.
2. National co-applicant (optional): national applicants in addition to the national
main applicant with an active role and responsibility in realising the project and
requesting funding from NWO.

3. Cooperation partners: practitioner partners who are not eligible to receive
funding, but who are involved in the co-design and co-creation of the research.



https://www.nwo.nl/en/researchprogrammes/trans-atlantic-platform-t-ap
mailto:t-ap@nwo.nl

1. National main applicants
To be eligible to submit a proposal, researchers must be employed for an
indefinite period (with the associated employment contract) or have a tenure
track appointment at any of the following research organisations:
— universities and universities of applied sciences, as described in
Section 1.8, subsection 1 of the Dutch Higher Education and
Research Act, or universities referred to in the Policy Rules for
Universities in the Kingdom of the Netherlands;
— university medical centres, as described in Section 1.13, subsection
1 of the Higher Education and Research Act;
—  KNAW institutes and NWO institutes;
— TO2 Institutes;
— UNESCO-IHE;
— Netherlands Cancer Institute;
— Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics in Nijmegen;
— Naturalis Biodiversity Center;
— Advanced Research Centre for NanoLithography (ARCNL);
—  Princess Méxima Center.

Individuals with a zero-hour or fixed-term employment contract (other than a
tenure track appointment) cannot submit a proposal. Applicants with a part-time
appointment must ensure adequate supervision of the project and all project
members for whom funding is requested.

It may be that the main applicant or a co-applicant’s tenure track employment
contract ends before the intended completion date of the project for which grant
funding is being requested, or that the main or co-applicant’s tenure agreement
ends before this date due to their reaching retirement age. In such cases, the
proposal must include a statement from the employer. In this statement, the
research organisation in question guarantees that the project and all project
members for whom funding is being requested will receive adequate supervision
for the full duration of the project.

2. National co-applicants
Researchers interested to apply as a national co-applicant, i.e. together with a
national main applicant, may submit as a national co-applicant.

Co-applicants must be affiliated with a research organisation referred to in this
subsection or with other research organisations as described in Article 1.1,
subsection 4 of the NWO Grant Rules 2024 that comply with the following
cumulative conditions.

The organisation must:

— be established in the Netherlands;

— oran organisation or body established and governed by public law
(in Dutch: publiekrechtelijke rechtspersoon) (all other legal forms,
including private and public limited companies, are excluded);

— have as its primary goal the independent conduct of its own
fundamental research, industrial research or experimental
development or with widely disseminating the results of those
activities through teaching, publications or knowledge transfer;

— be able to state that the organisation keeps separate accounts with
regard to economic/non-economic activities and that undertakings



https://www.nwo.nl/en/nwo-grant-rules
https://www.nwo.nl/en/nwo-grant-rules
https://www.knaw.nl/en/institutes
https://www.nwo-i.nl/en/nwo-institutes-organisation/nwo-institutes/

with decisive influence on the organisation do not enjoy
preferential access to the organisation's results.

Foreign research organisations (other than participating T-AP members) can also
be part of the consortium as co-applicants. For these organisations, the same
conditions and assessment procedures apply, with the exception that the
organisation must be established in the Netherlands.
Note: Prior to submission of a proposal, NWO will assess whether an
organisation complies with Article 1.1, subsection 4 of the NWO Grant Rules
2024 and is thus eligible to participate as co-applicant based on the above
conditions. This assessment also helps to ensure NWQ’s compliance with
regulations prohibiting state aid.
To enable the assessment to be carried out, the intended co-applicant’s
organisation must submit the following documents by email to t-ap@nwo.nl no
later than ten working days before the submission deadline (i.e. by 14 October
2026, 23:59:59 CEST):
— arecent extract from the Chamber of Commerce;
— adeed of establishment and/or current articles of association;
— the most recently available annual accounts, including an audit
report?;
— acompleted Research Organisation Statement, which is available on
the funding page of this Call for proposals.

Documents must be in English or Dutch. Other relevant documents may also be
included. NWO may also request additional information if the above documents
do not allow for adequate determination of the organisation’s eligibility to act as
co-applicant.

If the intended co-applicant’s organisation has already been assessed and found
to comply with these conditions as part of a different NWO programme, please

contact NWO at the above email address well before the applicable deadline to
determine whether further assessment is necessary.

If the intended co-applicant’s organisation fails to submit the documents
required for assessment on time, NWO will not accept the organisation as co-
applicant.

Project duration

Maximum of 36 months

Project budget

Maximum of € 400,000 per project

Types of cost

The available budget modules are listed below:

® Personnel

o Personnel at a university in the Kingdom of the Netherlands, umc or a research
organisation, as referred to in Article 1.1, first paragraph, subparagraphs c to h
of the NWO Grant Rules 2024 salary costs can be claimed for the following
positions:

o Postdoc: at least 1 position, for at least 12 months, for at least 0.5 fte,
according to UNL or UMCNL rates, a benchfee is available;

o PhD Student: a PhD position can be part of the project, if the host organisation
can guarantee (in a guarantee letter annexed to the application form) that the
fourth year of the PhD position will be covered through other means;

1 No audit report is necessary for organisations not legally required to have their annual accounts audited. However,
such organisations must be able to provide proof of exemption from this legal requirement.




o Non-scientific personnel (NWP): according to UNL or UMCNL rates;

o Research leave: max. 5% of the grant amount, according to UNL or UMCNL
rates.

o Personnel of universities of applied sciences, TO2 institutes and other research
organisations using the Government Tariff Manual (HOT), Table 2, under 2.2
‘average total salary cost per salary scale’, column 'Hourly rate productive hours,
excluding VAT';

o Scientific personnel at foreign research organisations who are co-applicants
(other than participating T-AP members), up to 50% of the grant amount.

o Students: according to the usual internship fee or HOT rates, may be added to
material costs

e Material: for project-specific material costs, up to 25% of the grant amount.
Subsequently, up to 50% of the material budget can be used for work by third
parties;

* Knowledge utilisation: for activities that promote the use of knowledge from
the research following the Impact Plan approach, mandatory 5— 20% of the grant
amount;

* Project management: up to 5% of the grant amount.

Please note the following:
* NWO funds project-related costs. Therefore overhead costs are not eligible for
NWO funding.

A more detailed explanation of the budget modules and eligible costs can be
found on the funding page on the NWO website.

It is mandatory to submit the NWO budget form for the funding requested at
NWO at the time of the transnational deadline. Please submit it to t-ap@nwo.nl.
Do not hesitate to contact the national contact points in case of questions via the
aforementioned email address.

Other
requirements/guidelines

The NWO Grant Rules and the Agreement on the Payment of Costs for Scientific
Research are applicable to all applications for NWO funding. Any arrangements
made regarding the grant from NWO, for instance in a Consortium Agreement,
must comply with the NWO Grant Rules 2024 and the European legislation on
state aid.

As stipulated in the NWO Grant Rules, Article 3.2, paragraph 2, the project
cannot start until the conditions set out in the grant award decision regarding
the start of the project are met. Please note that these conditions will include a
signed Consortium agreement by all partners in the transnational project.

Under the Dutch General Administrative Law Act, any interested party has the
right to lodge an objection to the decision taken by NWO within six weeks of the
date of the decision letter. Further information about the objections procedure
can be found on the NWO website.

NWO will, if necessary, apply a one-off indexation of personnel costs when
awarding the grant. The UNL/UMCNL/HOT rate at the time of the decision date
applies and the date on which the rates take effect is used for this purpose.
Submission of financial and scientific reports at national level is required in
accordance with the rules of NWO. Granted consortia will be informed in due
time.

Research integrity
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Research must be conducted in accordance with the standards set out in the
2018 Netherlands Code of Conduct for Research Integrity. In the case of an
actual or suspected violation of these standards, the project leader must
immediately inform NWO and submit all relevant documents to NWO.
Researchers can also report complaints to their research organisation’s Scientific
Integrity Committee or to the NWO Scientific Integrity Desk.

NWO places a high value on the scientific integrity of the research it funds and
exerts itself to prevent and detect any integrity violations. Research irregularities
can cause damage directly, for example to the environment or to patients, and
prejudice public trust in scientific research as well as trust between individual
researchers.

International research projects (partially) funded by NWO should be
characterised by fair, equitable and sustainable collaboration among the partners
in the consortium and with relevant stakeholders. International research projects
must therefore also comply with the Global Code of Conduct for Equitable
Research Partnerships (TRUST). A link to this code and more information about
Equitable Collaboration, including a free online training, can be found of the
website: Equitable Collaboration in Science | NWO.

Genetic resources and the Nagoya Protocol

Researchers must take whatever measures are necessary to ensure compliance
with the Nagoya Protocol. The Nagoya Protocol aims to ensure fair and equitable
sharing of benefits from the utilisation of genetic resources and traditional
knowledge associated with genetic resources (Access and Benefit-Sharing; ABS).
Researchers who make use of such resources, including in or from other
countries, should familiarise themselves with the tenets of the Nagoya Protocol
(ABS Focal Point).

Principles of socially responsible licensing

A project may generate knowledge that is applicable in society. When entering
into licensing or transfer agreements for research results developed in this
funding round, due consideration must be given to the ten principles of socially
responsible licensing provided on the UMCNL website.

Knowledge security

Together, the Dutch knowledge sector, including NWO, and various branches of
government have created the National Knowledge Security Guidelines as
guidance on how to weigh opportunities and security risks for anyone involved in
international collaboration at research organisations. The approach to
knowledge security in the Netherlands relies heavily on self-regulation by the
knowledge sector.

NWO expects applicants to adhere to the research organisation’s knowledge
security policy. In case of signs that a proposal or awarded project may present
risks to knowledge security, NWO can ask the applicant or project leader to
provide insight into risk mitigation measures. Additionally, NWO may impose
further conditions to protect knowledge security in the award letter.

The National Knowledge Security Guidelines are available on the central
government website at: Home | National Contact Point for Knowledge Security
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