T-AP Preparing for tomorrow call - Frequently Asked Questions

Application preparation

Research topics

1. How many themes should proposals address?
a. The number of theme(s) addressed is up to the applicants.
2. How s “interdisciplinary” research defined?

a. “Interdisciplinary” in the context of the Trans-Atlantic Platform is understood as the
integration of information, data, techniques, tools, perspectives, methodologies,
concepts, or theories from two or more disciplines or bodies of specialized
knowledge.

3. Doestheresearch need to focus on specific countries?

a. There are no expectations regarding geographic focus for proposals.

4. Can a proposal bring in additional themes and ask research questions not identified in the
call?

a. Yesyou can introduce additional themes if you can clearly show how the proposalis
relevant to at least one of the four themes of this call. The list of possible research
questions in the callis also not exhaustive, and applicants are invited to explore
different questions related to the call on their research projects if they wish.

Eligibility
1. Howdo I determine if | am eligible to apply for a T-AP grant?

a. Applicants must meet the eligibility requirements of the funder from which they are
seeking the grant. These are outlined in the national addenda available on the T-AP
website.

2. Canalead-Pl be from an area outside of the social sciences and humanities?

a. The call does not pose constraints on this, but funders may have individual rules.
Remember that partnership suitability in achieving a proposal’s objectives is part of
the evaluation criteria.

3. What happens if one funding agency deems a research partner ineligible? Will the entire
consortium be ineligible?

a. Yes. Applicants should carefully review the eligibility requirements outlined in the
national addenda for each participating funder before submitting their application.

Application language

1. Canthe application be submitted in languages other than English?
a. No. T-AP coordinates an international panel to assess all applications in English.
2. Does T-AP provide support to facilitate research teams working in multiple languages?
a. Translation and other kinds of support may be an eligible expense for some funders.
We encourage the lead Pl and co-Pls to facilitate as much as possible the
participation of researchers working in multiple languages.



Grantroles

1. What are the main responsibilities of the lead Principal Investigator and co-principal
investigators in preparing a T-AP application?

a. All of the Pls work together to develop the grant application and co-lead the
partnership if awarded. One of the co-Pls is nominated as the Lead Pl and is
responsible for submitting both the Letter of Intent to Apply and the joint research
proposal on behalf of the consortium. All coPls- share responsibility for the overall
direction of the project, coordination of proposed research activities, and active
participation in delivering the research.

2. What are the responsibilities of collaborators?Collaborators are members of the
consortium who contribute to executing the research project. Funders may use additional
requirements and categories in their Addenda related to issuing their specific awards.

a. Collaborators are members of the consortium who contribute to executing the
research project. Funders may use additional requirements and categories in their
Addenda related to issuing their specific awards.

Team composition

1. How many countries must be involved in the proposals?

a. Each proposal must include at least three eligible co-Pls from at least three different T-
AP participating countries, with representation from both sides of the Atlantic.

2. Does the Preparing for tomorrow call prefer collaboration between researchers from
specific combinations of T-AP countries?

a. No. There is no preference for particular country combinations. Any mix of
participating T-AP countries is acceptable, provided the consortium includes
partners from both sides of the Atlantic (i.e. from Europe and/or South Africa, and
North and/or South America).

2. How many members should a consortium have?

a. Thereis no fixed requirement for the number of team members. Applicants should
determine the size and composition of the consortium based on what is necessary
to successfully deliver the project’s aims and objectives.

3. Canresearchers from non-T-AP participating countries be included in proposals?

a. Yes, as co-operation partners, but their ability to claim any funding will depend on
individual funders’ policies. Please consult the national addenda on the call website
or contact your funding agency for more details.

4. How will a consortium (team) be funded if successful?

a. Each national team within a successful project will receive funding from its own

funding agency, in accordance with that agency’s rules and regulations.

Budget and eligible expenses

1. What research expenses are eligible for my T-AP grant?
a. You must follow the eligible expenses regulations and policies of the agency that is
distributing your funding.
2. Isthere an upper limit on grant funding or funding for specific types of costs?



a. Eachfunder sets its own funding limits, which are published on the call website.
Details on eligible costs for individual funders can be found in their respective
addenda or by contacting the funder directly.
3. Should projects set aside funds for the end of grant conference?
a. Yes, as the end of the conference meeting will possibly be in person. If the

conference is virtual, applicants can reallocate these funds to other eligible
expenses.

Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (Al) Tools

1. Are applicants permitted to use generative Al tools when preparing their applications?
a. Yes, applicants may use generative Al tools when preparing their applications.
However, they remain fully responsible for ensuring that all information provided is

true, accurate, and complete, and that all sources are properly acknowledged
and referenced.

Application submission

1. How do | submit a T-AP application?
a. Thelead Principal Investigator must submit the Letter of Intent to Apply and the full
application on behalf of the international consortium with all requested material
(outlined in the Preparing for tomorrow call instructions) to the call secretariat, DFG
at their elan website (https://elan.dfg.de/my.policy).
b. Anelan manual will be posted to the T-AP homepage shortly.
2. lIsitpossible to submit an application for a T-AP grant without having submitted a Letter of
Intent to Apply?
a. No, Proposals for which the Lead Pl has not submitted a LOI by the deadline will not
be considered for evaluation.
3. How much can the full application differ from the Letter of Intent to Apply?
a. While project details and co Pls- may be modified upon submission, it is
anticipated that the Lead Pl will not change.

Application evaluation

1. How are applications evaluated?

a. Please review the Preparing for tomorrow call instructions Section 3 — Assessment
Process for a complete overview of how applications are evaluated.

Post award questions

Grant timelines and extensions

1. Candifferent members of the international consortium start the project at different dates?
a. Yes, and thisis often the case due to timelines for completing the contract/award
process for different funding agencies. As much as possible, we recommend trying
to align start dates between international consortium members.


https://elan.dfg.de/my.policy

2. Canlextend my T-AP grant?

a. Thiswill depend on your funding provider’s policies and regulations. Please contact
your funding agency to inquire.

Changes concerning Lead Pls, Co-Pls and specific partners

1. CanalLead Pl or Co-Pl change his or her affiliation to be affiliated to a foreign research
institution without any consequences for her or his role and further funding of his or her
project?

a. Some funders preclude funding Lead Pls or Co-Pls affiliated abroad. The eligibility
requirements are outlined in the national addenda available on the T-AP website. If a
PI’s affiliation changes after the award starts, they will need to contact their national
funder to ensure they are still eligible. If well justified, it may be possible to change
the Pl after the award is granted, but this depends on the rules of each funder.

Grant reporting

1. What reporting is required as part of my T-AP grant?

a. You must follow the reporting requirements of the agency that distributes your
funding. In addition, all funded projects will be required to submit a final project
report (“white paper”) to the T-AP coordination team within 90 days of the end of
the grant period (or final approved extension). The final report will summarise
project progress, results, outcomes, impact, lessons learned, and overall success.
It will be published on the T-AP website.



