
National funding rules of the Research Council of Finland (RCF): 
 
The call follows the funding rules of the RCF’s Academy Project funding. The rules can be found in 
full from here 
 
The RCF has reserved EUR 1,000,000 to fund the participation of successful Finnish research groups 
in the joint projects. The RCF aims to fund 2-4 projects. Max. funding awarded: EUR 300,000 to a 
partner and EUR 400,000 to a coordinator. 
 
Who is eligible to apply?  
The funding for the Finnish sub-project can be applied for by individual research teams or consortia. 
In addition to a doctoral degree, the principal investigator (PI) of the proposed project must also 
have other significant scientific merits. Usually, the PI is a researcher at the professor or docent 
(adjunct professor) level. These criteria also apply to subproject PIs in consortia. In addition, the 
applicant must have a close connection with Finland to support the implementation of a multi-year 
project.  
 
Funding  
RCF funding is primarily intended towards the salaries of researchers who work full-time on the 
project and for other project costs. It can be used to cover, e.g., the following direct research costs: 
research team salaries, salaries of researchers returning to Finland, essential implementation costs, 
travel expenses, collaboration and mobility in Finland, international collaboration and mobility, and 
preparation of international projects. As a rule, funding is not granted for the salary of the project 
PI. RCF funding cannot be used for economic activity. RCF research funding is granted to Finnish 
sites of research (usually universities or research institutes). 
 
Research team salaries 
As a rule, staff hired with RCF research funding must have an employment relationship. We 
recommend that they be hired for a period of employment no shorter than the funding period, 
unless a shorter contract is necessary for special reasons dictated by the implementation of the 
research project. Short-term research, study, or other assignments may also be carried out in the 
form of outsourced services, the duration of which, as a rule, shall not exceed six months. 
 
Salary costs of principal investigator  
RCF funding for research projects is primarily intended for the salaries of full-time researchers 
working on the projects and for other research costs. As a rule, funding is not granted for the salary 
of the PI. The PI’s salary costs may, under certain limitations, be incorporated into the total project 
costs. For the salary costs to be eligible, the PI’s tasks must be clearly specified and justified. 
 
Including PI’s salary (for project management) in total project costs 
The PI’s salary costs may be incorporated into the total project costs. The salary costs must not be 
significant in relation to the project’s total costs. A three-year research project must not include 
more than 4.5 months (equivalent to 1.5 months/year) of the PI’s working hours for project 
management, doctoral thesis supervision, and research work. The maximum amount of working 
time to be included is proportional to the duration of the project or subproject. 
 
 
 

https://www.aka.fi/globalassets/10rahoitus/2025-liitteet/talvihaku-2026/rcf-standard-terms-for-funding-22-sep-2025.pdf
https://www.aka.fi/globalassets/10rahoitus/2025-liitteet/talvihaku-2026/rcf-standard-terms-for-funding-22-sep-2025.pdf


Applying for funding for PI’s salary (for research) 
The RCF may grant funding for the PI’s salary for no more than a year for well-justified reasons, such 
as working abroad, returning to Finland or transferring to another research organisation or a 
company in Finland. The research-related reasons and the PI’s tasks must be clearly presented in 
the application.  
 
Granting salary funding to PI with no employment relationship 
If the PI does not have an employment relationship with, for example, a university or research 
institute, they must explain how their salary will be covered during the funding period. Retired 
researchers can be granted funding on the same grounds as other researchers. 
 
Full cost model 
The application must contain a funding plan drafted in line with the full cost model, including the 
funding to be applied for from the RCF (up to 70% of the total project costs). Read more about  the 
full cost model 
 
Requirements from the site of research 
The site of research is a Finnish research organisation such as a university, a research institute or 
some other research organisation. We require that the site of research provides the research project 
with all necessary basic facilities. These are determined based on the nature of the research and are 
the same as those available to other research staff at the site: office and laboratory premises, 
equipment (incl. computer equipment), and telecommunications, telephone, mailing, copying, and 
library services. 
 
When accepting the funding, the site of research is responsible for ensuring that 
necessary statements and permits from ethics committees have been obtained before the start of 
the project. The site of research shall also make sure that the applicant has not been found guilty of 
any serious violation of research integrity during the previous three years.  
 
The site of research also commits to ensuring that the data management plan can be implemented 
at the site, and that the measures to be taken comply with good data management practice. After 
a positive funding decision, the site of research will also approve the data management plan of the 
project. Read more on the commitment by the site of research 
 
In the application, provide a cost estimate including an estimate of the annual amount of funding 
needed, itemised by type of expenditure. Before submitting your application, you must agree with 
the administration at your own organisation on the contribution of the site of research to the 
funding of the project. Only costs that pass through the books of the site of the research must be 
included in the total costs. Applicants must check with their own organization whether the funding 
planned as the own funding contribution suits this purpose. The funding applied for from the RCF 
must not exceed 70% of the total project costs. The cost estimate must be realistic. The RCF allocates 
the funding to the researcher’s host organization (site of research). 
 
Full guidelines of the Academy Project funding are available on the RCF’s website at: 
https://www.aka.fi/en/ 
 
 
 

https://www.aka.fi/en/research-funding/apply-for-funding/how-to-use-funding/full-cost-model/
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Additional national eligibility criteria 
 
Finnish partners of projects selected for funding will be invited to submit national applications via 
the Research Council of Finland’s online services. Applications must include a research security risk 
assessment and risk management plan: risk assessment and risk management plan 
 
Research Council funding cannot be used for economic activity. Economic activity is defined as all 
activity where goods or services are offered on an open market regardless of whether profits are 
pursued or generated. When an organisation is also engaged in economic activities, separate 
accounts must be kept of the funding and costs of and the revenue generated by such activities. 
 
Contacts: 

 Contact us primarily via the helpdesk (select ‘Application guidance, thematic calls’). 
 Technical issues with online services? Contact us via the helpdesk (select ‘Online services 

and other technical questions’). Also see our how-to guides for the online services. 
 Our telephone number (switchboard) is +358 295 335 000. 

 
 

https://www.aka.fi/en/research-funding/apply-for-funding/how-to-apply-for-funding/az-index-of-application-guidelines/research-security/
https://www.aka.fi/en/about-the-rcf/about-us/contact-us/questions-and-feedback2/
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